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OGC HAS REVIEWED. /
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Contraet Seotion / 28 e 1948
¢ Ohief, Services Prmnch //
Soumsel

Y. Beturned herwwith is Comtract No, | |and the ascompanmyiagSTATINTL
file,

2. We wisk to oomment on ome aspsct of the Invitation to Bid, %e
uote that the mpeoifications as to each ltem are stated by refersnce o
the | | eatalopgue numbers with the exprsssion or equal™. Thers
is no ertdicisn of this method of stating specifioations as it affords all
Bidders an opportunity to bid on wares Aiffering in detall but equivalent
%o what 13 degired, Thowmver, on reviewin- the general epeesifications, it
appears that the Invitation states with great definiteness and In groat
dobknil charncteristios desired, mnberials, types of Pinlsh, wasuremenis
sud other spesifications for all items. These specifications apear %o
bave been taken direatly from the |eatalogue aud to apply
speeifically Yo their products, Te 18 no statersnt in commection with
these general specificetions indicating that the bidder my have any lee-
way or & chanos to offer a product which may differ in many respects but
b perfectly adequate. o

8, The Oomptrollsr Jenerml has frequently ruled that qualifications
en invitations for what may be stated to be a competitive iltem may in effect
resbrict the bid to one meker's product and thus in effsct elininabe eollATINTL

tion. If the attached were read literally, it appears that no ons but
i |eould have bid., Since | | i %o be mwarded the
oontrest, This method of invitation might normally be mubject to oriticime.
We nots, however, in the responses from the other coupsnles sollcited, it

that they did not take the specifications Yiterslly, considering

the invitation as a whole, snd wers in each omse uneble to mske any bid
whatsoever, Take, a3 an sxsmple, the answer of the that
they are “unable to quote advantageously on the iters required.” ﬁs might
be sonstrusd to msan tha% they could not mest the gemernl qualifisations of
the invitation, but in the nsxt seatence they ask us to Yeep then in mind
for inguiries on laboratory furniture snd miscellaneous items, vhich iz =&
pretty slear indication that they are not sble to bid on 1ibrary sguipment,

4, Sinos all companies other than | |are unadle to make
any bid, wo feel that theswmard o |[is quite propsr in thie
instence, and ths contract is mceordingly spproved as o legal form in this
instance, with the suggestion that in the future specifloations always con~
tain zome such phrase as "or equal”, or otherwise indicabs that comparable
{bema complying substantially with the stated needs may be offered.
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